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to contend in his early days. In a letter to Glad-
stone, in which he protested that he had never
been a party politician, he admitted ; " Among
my upper ten thousand friends I stand alone.
They think me past praying for because I would
not denounce Parnell and I would defend
Archbishop Walsh."

Manning's position wras peculiar to himself.
He was a Home Ruler, but he did not believe
that a Parliament in Dublin was compatible with
the integrity and union of the two countries.
" I repeat that the widest form of self-government
with the power of creating laws for this purpose
must be granted ; but a Parliament, no.5> I
am bound to say that I fail to understand the
difference as it appeared to Manning's subtle
mind. His ideal was apparently a large measure
of local self-government, which he also advocated
for Scotland and for Wales.

The Second Home Rule Bill was thrown out by
the House of Commons in the summer of 1886,
largely through the opposition of Joseph Cham-
berlain, and a subsequent General Election gave
a majority to the Conservatives acting in alliance
with the newly formed Liberal Unionists. " I am
watching with the greatest interest the break up
of the Liberal Party," wrote Manning in Decem-
ber. In these years Leo XIII was himself
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